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What’s Hot  
GFWC Rhode Island        August 2018 

A Proud Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs 
 

 

President 
Karen Leach 
 

It’s GFWC RI’s 63rd administration 
and I’m so proud to be part of this 
organization with 80,000 women 
strong. The General Federation of 
Women’s Clubs is one of the oldest 
women’s volunteer organizations 
in the USA – dating back to 1890. 
My hope is that the GFWC RI state 

federation will continue to attract new members 
who will become leaders in this wonderful 
organization.  
 
After spending a week in 
St. Louis at the GFWC 
Annual Convention with 
so many intelligent and 
creative GFWC ladies I 
was so impressed and 
humbled. There were women from our 50 states, 
along with a few members from some of the 
countries that have affiliate clubs: Aruba, 
Bahamas, Brazil, Canada, Cyprus, Ghana, Mexico, 
Curacao, Peru, Philippines, Taiwan, and Ukraine. 
As I rode the hotel elevators I made so many new 
friends. No matter where the clubwomen came 
from they all talked about familiar topics – 
projects and programs that included 
scholarships, literacy, fundraisers, social 
activities, veterans’ affairs, conservation, 
leadership, arts, etc. Some of us told stories of 
how we joined this amazing organization.  
 
The highlight of the 
Annual Convention was a 
service project that I 
took part in with over 
400 other members. We 
put together 40,000 meals for international 
families and members collected $18,000 toward 
those meals. The program was sponsored by the 
RISE Against Hunger Organization.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the installation ceremony I was installed as 
GFWC RI’s State President along with all the 
GFWC Presidents from the other states. Again, I 
was so in awe of what this organization does for 
us and for those in need. 
 
I look forward to a productive administration, 
one that promotes many wonderful established 
programs and some new projects. Select one or 
two from the list below for your club to focus on 
this year. 

• Join a committee, help fight homelessness, 

send personal care items to a shelter, visit 

a veteran or help send the Honor Flight to 

Washington DC on April 6, 2019.  

• Donate to our international project, 

Operation Smile – GFWC RI will ask clubs 

to raise funds to fund an operation. 

• Come to our state fundraiser on Oct 22 to 

support our Honor Flight for Veterans, 

give out scholarships, place books in 

locations all over the state including in 

the hands of shut-ins and people that sit 

in laundromats for hours.  

• Invite a friend for Tea in Cranston, laugh 

with the Warwick ladies at their Comedy 

Show and/or sit by the Ocean in South 

County while listening to a woman 

author. Pack sandwiches with those 

Wampanoag ladies.  
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• Attend a Saturday Leadership Seminar. 

• Help our International President, Mary 

Ellen Brock meet some of her initiatives 

for this administration: 

o Recycle some sneakers through 

the Nike “Reuse-a-Shoe” program 

o Plant a tree on Arbor Day 

o Donate a Dr. Seuss book to a local 

inner-city program or send to 

GFWC Headquarters to be 

distributed to inner city programs 

in Washington, DC 

And always, “Forget Not to Be Kind.” We are 
lifting hearts all over Rhode Island “Living the 
Volunteer Spirit. “  
 

In Federation Friendship, 
Karen Leach, President 
 
 

Co-Vice Presidents 
Denise Javery & Sandy Pannone 
 

The primary responsibility of the Vice-
President(s) is to act as Membership Chairman, 
and to encourage and assist existing clubs to 
maintain and extend their membership. 
 
We need to go out, rebuild and strengthen our 
core group of members, remembering you cannot 
go out and recruit new players to a faltering team. 
Many clubs start up again in September - start the 
new club year off right by distributing member 
surveys - ask THEM what they liked/ disliked 
over the past year. Ask the club officers to give a 
list of their “Wells & Betters” (what they thought 
the club did well over the past year and what they 
thought the club could do better). When you are 
honest with yourselves on your weaknesses, you 
can focus on your strengths and come back with a 
renewed sense of purpose and focus. 

 
Encourage all club members to 
subscribe to GFWC Clubwoman 
Magazine, which is mailed to 
subscribers four times per year; 
and GFWC News & Notes, a free, 
weekly electronic newsletter that 
offers tips and program ideas to 

enhance your club’s community improvement 

efforts. The cost of the magazine is $12.00. For 
your complimentary subscription to News & 
Notes, sign-up at www.GFWC.org.  
 

Grants 
GFWC grants are available to clubs to assist with 
recruitment efforts. Funds are designated each 
GFWC fiscal year beginning July 1st and ending 
the following June 30th to help underwrite 
membership recruiting and rebuilding in your 
community. GFWC offers $50 for club member 
recruitment programs. To apply for a club 
membership grant, please visit 
www.GFWC.org/Membership, email 
GFWC@GFWC.org, or contact 202-347-3168, to 
receive an application. You must return the 
application form to GFWC Headquarters at least 
45 days prior to your event. While a GFWC club 
or district may submit grant applications. Any 
club having a Membership recruitment, please let 
Sandy know, and she will try to attend. 
 
The time to recruit new members is September, 
October and November. Any club that recruits 3 
new members will be recognized in Clubwoman 
magazine. You can find the form under "R" on the 
Resources page. Please submit a report even if 
your club only recruited one or two new 
members. Every Member Counts! 
 
Club Membership Chairmen: Please be sure to send 
Sandy Pannone (bristolcounty1953@gmail.com) a 
list of all new members for club year 2018-2019 
(June, July, August) by September 1st so the 
information can be reported to headquarters.  
 

Arts 
Chairman Wanted 
 

It is with a heavy heart that Carolyn 
Traxler, a member from the GFWC 
Women’s Club of South County had to 
resign her board position as the Art’s 
Chairman for GFWC RI. She has 
worked diligently for many years to promote the 
Arts and especially the GFWC RI Arts Scholarship 
program. She has worked in collaboration with 
the RI Art Teachers Association and Scholastic 
Inc. to present cash awards to high school 
students in both public and private schools 
throughout the state. RI has chosen to limit its 
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awards to those paintings which depict women in 
today’s world.  
 
This program will continue with the guidance of 
Diana Crane. She will continue to encourage 
young artists to continue to develop their talent. 
Diana is willing to work on this with someone 
who can take on the chairman position. The 
position also involves a chairman contacting the 
five clubs Art’s chairman or president and pass 
on information that will be sent to her from 
GFWC headquarters in Washington DC. This is 
done by email. The Arts chairman will also share 
new ideas for art events, projects or theater 
happenings. 
 
In January of each year, chairmen are responsible 
to email and encourage the clubs to submit 
reports on art projects or collaborations that can 
be reported on a designated form and sent to 
GFWC RI chairmen. Clubs will be acknowledged 
at the June 2019 Annual State Meeting. All GFWC 
RI chairman are asked to attend four meetings a 
year as a board member and report any events, 
projects, fundraisers for the Arts. The following 
are the meetings: Aug 8, 2018, Sept 17, 2018, 
January 19, 2019, April 17, 2019 All meetings are 
at 6:00 pm at EBC Center 821 West Shore Rd. 
Warwick. The Art’s Chairman is a member of the 
GFWC Board of Directors. The chairman also 
attends the June 9 state meeting to give out club 
awards. If you are unable to attend a meeting, 
arrangements can be made for someone to read 
the report. I would encourage clubs to support 
anyone who is motivated to accept this position 
and join her committee to help.  
 
Other GFWC RI positions open are: Public 
Relations and Sunshine. Your help would be 
greatly appreciated. I can be contacted at 
Sackett159@aol.com or 401-749-2894. Thank 
you. 
 

Conservation 
Roberta Bianco, Chairman 
 

Two things that are a part of GFWC President 
Mary Ellen Brock's incentives are something all 
clubs can do. Nike "reuse-a-shoe" program grinds 
up sneakers or any rubber 
soled shoes to make material 
used for playgrounds and track 

surfaces. Collect from friends and family and drop 
them at a Nike store. The nearest is at the 
Wrentham Mall.  
 
A second initiative involves planting a tree on 
Arbor Day. 
 
I have other suggestions and will email club 
presidents on a regular basis. If you have 
questions or ideas to share, contact me at 
robertabianco@cox.net. 
 

Home Life 
Sandy Pannone, Chairman 
 

2019 MLK Day Initiative 
 
In 1994 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day was declared 
a National Day of Service. GFWC’s goal is to get 
1,000 clubs participating on Monday, January 21, 
2019. We can do this! Go out and do good. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GFWC initiative--VIAL OF LIFE 
 
The first thing first responders want to know is 
your list of medications. The difference between 
life and death when you’ve had a heart attack 
could be a copy of your previous EKG. When you 
can’t speak for yourself, when you are confused, 
in pain or scared, the Vial of Life can speak for 
you. 
 

In an emergency the Vial of Life will speak for 
you when you can’t! 
 

Even during normal doctor visits, the Vial of Life 
will help you tell the doctors and nurses what 
medications you are taking, and the ailments that 
you have. 
 
What goes in the plastic bag on the front of 
your refrigerator door. 

• A completed Vial of Life form. (Answer 
the questions you want; don’t answer 
questions you don’t want) 
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• Providing a picture of yourself would be 
helpful. 

• A photocopy of your last EKG will greatly 
assist the emergency personnel. (Your 
doctor will be able to provide you with a 
copy) 

• Place your Living Will or equivalent in 
your baggie, if you have one. 

• Place any Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) 
documentation in the baggie, if you so 
choose 

• Place any other documentation you feel 
important in the baggie. 

 

Tape the baggie on your refrigerator. 
 

Place a decal (free download or order on line) on 
your front door. 
 
Additional info can be found at: 
http://www.vialoflife.com  
 
We all know someone who's life could be saved: 
parent, neighbor, friend 
 

International Outreach 
Donna Gibb, Chairman 
 

The time is fast approaching when we switch our 
focus from a lazy summer back to continuing our 
good works with GFWC. There is so much need in 
our world. International Outreach focuses on 
issues such as hunger, poverty, preventable 
diseases and human trafficking. There are many 
who still have a lack of clean drinking water, 
education and all that one needs to improve their 
life. International Outreach knows no boundaries. 
We are all part of the global community and are 
not isolated from the issues effecting so many 
others worldwide. GFWC RI will consider raising 
cultural awareness; celebrating ethnicities; 
conducting fundraising activities to support 
healthy child development.  We should be 
advocating for basic human needs such as food, 
water, clothing, and education; and promoting 
self-sufficiency for all.  
 
As chairman for the state I was very encouraged 
when President Karen was so supportive of my 
interest in Operation Smile. Why worry about a 
smile? Children born with cleft lip and/or palate 
face serious medical problems. Children’s speech 
development, hearing loss, and dental health are 

all areas of concern. Not to mention the social and 
cultural stigmas. In a safe surgical setting the 
defect can be easily corrected. However, for too 
many families in the world, safe surgery is not 
possible. That is where we come in. Be sure to 
attend the GFWC RI Fall State Meeting to learn 
how you can help Operation Smile help others. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Advocates for Children 
Roberta Bianco, Chairman 
 

GFWC President Mary Ellen Brock 
has a couple of initiatives involving 
children and Dr. Seuss books. You can 
donate Dr. Seuss books to a local 
inner school program or donate them 
to GFWC to distribute to Washington, 
D.C. inner city school programs. 
 
Dates to remember: 

• September is Childhood Cancer 
Awareness month. GFWC partners with 
St. Jude Children's Hospital. Contact 
www.stjude.org. 

• GFWC Advocate for Children Week, 
Sunday, October 21 - Saturday, October 
27.  

 
I have much more to share from GFWC and GFWC 
RI. I will contact club presidents on a regular 
basis. If you have questions or suggestions, 
contact me at robertabianco@cox.net. 

 

Fundraising 
Paula Andrews, Chairman 
 

NEWS ON FUNDRAISING FRONT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GFWC RI is sponsoring a Spa Night on Monday, 
October 22 from 5 pm to 8 pm. It is being held at 

http://www.stjude.org/
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The Beauty Lounge at Magnolia, 
1375 Park Ave in Cranston. 
Services available are 
manicures, pedicures, hair 
styling along with a variety of 
vendors. Light refreshments will 
be served.  
 
GFWC South County held a successful fundraiser 
in July, the Book and Author Fundraiser, which is 
held annually and always sold out. 
 
Cranston members are planning their biennial 
Harvest High Tea on Sunday, November 4 from 2 
pm to 4 pm. Tickets are $25, and the event is 
being held in St. Paul's Church Hall, corner of 
Broad St and Warwick Ave, Cranston. 
 
Warwick members are planning a Funny4Funds 
fundraiser for April13, 2019. Details will be up 
and coming.  
 
As the new chairman for fundraising, I ask that 
you please keep me informed of upcoming events. 
If anyone would like tickets to Cranston’s Harvest 
High Tea on November 4th or the Spa Night on 
October 22nd, please email me at 
paulam320@aol.com. Looking forward to a 
successful year! 

 

Leadership 
Janet Trombetti, Chairman 
 

LEADERSHIP SERIES 
LET’S LEARN TOGETHER 

 
Learn about: 
 

  Our Organization September 22 
 

  Roles & Responsibilities November 17 
 

  How to Run a Meeting February 23 
 

  You Pick a Topic April 27 
 
All sessions will be held at the Elizabeth Buffum 
Chace Center from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 
For more information call or email Janet Trombetti 
401-465-4768 or janet.trombetti@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Legislative Action 
Terry Schimmel, Chairman 
 

Four members of the GFWC RI Legislative Action 
Committee, Terry Schimmel, Mary Grace Varnum, 
Deb Zepp, and Angela Libman, met with Senator Jack 
Reed on July 27th to share with him the mission of 
our organization. They provided an overview of 
GFWC from a National & State level. They shared the 
GFWC legislative action that has been taken for 
three primary issues: Gun Control, ERA and 
Immigration. Senator Reed gave us some of his 
insights and actions that we need to continue to 
support. He did say that with many of these issues 
will be addressed by the court system. Senator Reed 
and all of us briefly discussed the current possibility 
of instructions available on the internet to make 
guns on 3D printers. Senator Reed spoke that many 
of “cyber” situations can’t rely on some of the more 
typical approaches to address these problems.  
 
He invited us back and said that he is positive about 
the type of exchanges we had today. In our opinion, 
Senator Reed was highly engaged during our 
dialogue and seemed genuinely interested in talking 
to us.  
 
The GFWC RI Legislative Action Committee is 
actively seeking more members. Please contact 
Terry Schimmel if you are interested. Her email is 
terryschimmel@yahoo.com 
 

GFWC Signature Project: Domestic 
Violence Awareness & Prevention 
Betsy Reilly, Chairman 
 

The GFWC RI state meeting on October 3, 2018 will 
highlight the GFWC Signature Program: Domestic 
Violence, Awareness and Prevention  
 

Date: Wednesday, October 3, 2018 @ 6pm 
Place: St. Gregory the Great Church Hall 
 360 Cowesett Rd. Warwick, RI 
 

The service project for this signature program is to 
collect personal care items for the women at the EBC 
center. A list of items needed will be given to all club 
presidents for your September 
meetings and sent to each member 
electronically. 
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GFWC RI President’s Special Project 
RI Fire Chiefs Honor Flight 
 

The Rhode Island Fire Chiefs 
Honor Flight Hub is a 501(c) (3) 
tax exempt organization whose 
mission is to bring America’s 
Veterans to Washington, DC to 
visit and reflect on those 
memorials built to honor their service and sacrifice. 
RI has taken 18 flights to DC. Veterans have been 
from World War I, World War II and the Korean 
War. There will be two more flights coming up one 
in Sept, another in October. 
 
I am pleased to announce that on Saturday, April 6, 
2019 GFWC RI will sponsor an Honor Flight to 
Washington DC. The goal is to send 25-woman 
veterans on an Honor flight. This will be the first 
time an all-women’s flight will leave Rhode Island. 
Chief George Farrell is the Chairman of the Honor 
Flight. He is working closely with GFWC RI to make 
this a wonderful day for some special woman 
veterans in RI really happen. If you know of a 
woman who has been in any of these wars, please 
notify either me at sackett159@aol.com or Chief 
George Farrell at gfarrell@rihonorflight.com for 
more information, browse the official website at 
www.rihonorflight.com  
 

 
This is not an easy project to implement. George will 
do all the technical work. He has already got 
permission and ordered a large wreath for the tomb 
of the unknown soldier. Women veterans from RI 
will place this wreath on April 6, 2019.  
 
What can your club do to make this happen? First 
know that this is a Public Issues/ Affairs project that 
you can report on. It has three phases: planning, 
fundraising, the actual flight. As a clubwoman in RI 
you can get involved in many ways: recruit a woman 
veteran from one of the above wars, make snail mail 
packages at the state meeting in January, donate, be 
at the airport either at 5 am or 10 pm with signs or 
flowers to cheer the veterans on April 6, 2019.  
 

You may also be a Guardian. A Guardian stays with a 
veteran all day and enjoys DC. Guardians pay $500 
to go which includes flight and meals. Guardians 
have a training. Guardians attend a Meet and Greet 
prior to flight. GFWC RI will be having a fundraiser 
Oct 22 to help with some of this. We are recruiting 
two clubwomen from each club to be on my special 
Honor Flight Committee. Contact Karen Leach for 
more details either at my email or 401-749-2894 
 

GFWC Bristol County 
Karen Leach & Sandy Pannone 
Co-Presidents 
 

Congratulations to Karen on becoming GFWC RI 
State President! Denise and Sandy will serve as 
co-vice presidents, Janice is treasurer and 
Alexandra, secretary of GFWC RI. Yes, they are all 
Bristol County members. 
 
Our Little Free Library has 
morphed into three Laundromat 
Libraries. One is in Bristol and 
two in Riverside. Recently Karen 
delivered 150+ books to the 
laundromats. That should keep 
them reading for a while. Books 
are donated to the club via friends 
and through 'Buy Nothing 
Barrington' page on Facebook. All 
those books saved from the land 
fill. To continue this program we 
need more children’s and adult 
books. Please help us continue this worthwhile 
program. 
 
Karen's passion project is recognizing all 
veterans, especially WWII. Considering this, 
Karen and Sandy spent an evening placing flags at 
veteran’s cemetery plots at South Burial Ground 
and St. Mary's Cemetery, both located in Warren. 
If they served, they were honored on Memorial 
Day. Members, Alexandra, Karen and Sandy went 
to the World War II Memorial in Providence to 
meet 99-year-old Sidney Walton. He is on a 
mission to visit every state to give people the 
opportunity to meet a World War II veteran. 
Sidney was bestowed the honor of Brigadier 
General. 

http://www.rihonorflight.com/
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Next it was off to Roger 
William Park to place boots 
and flags in honor of more 
than 7,000 veterans of Iraq 
and Afghanistan.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

It is not all work, sometimes we have fun. 
 

Up-coming projects include 
getting involved with Raising 
Readers in Rhode Island; a 
program working to create access 
to book ownership among K-3 to 

low-income students to improve reading rates. 
We will be working with Kate Lentz of Rhode 
Island Center for the Book with an expectation of 
delivering books to schools in Central Falls, 
Pawtucket, Providence and Woonsocket. 
 
At our August and September meetings we will be 
collecting new socks and underwear to donate to 
clients of TAP-IN (Touch-A-Person-in-Need). 
Some 200 low-income students will be receiving 
book bags with supplies, why not new socks and 
underwear to start the year of right? Located in 
Barrington, (Sandy is a volunteer), TAP-IN serves 
the East Bay Area. Being planned for October is 
Sip and Shop. Stay tuned for details.  
 
See you all at Spa Night, the Fall meeting and 
Cranston's' Tea party. 
 

GFWC Cranston Community 
Donna Gibb, President 
 

We have been very busy this Summer preparing 
for the 2018-2019 year. Our goals are many as we 
work to continue to improve communities 
through our efforts. Education remains high on 
our list of things to do. Veterans will continue to 
improve their lives by taking advantage of the 

things we offer. Many women benefit from 
directly through us.  
 
On November 4, 2018 at 2:00 we will be 
celebrating our biennial High Tea. We 
have been preparing right through the 
Summer to be sure to make this year’s 
Harvest High Tea one of our best. The 
food will be delectable, the raffles will 
be desirable, and the company will be 
neighborly. Please contact Paula 
Andrews for tickets. 401-457-5661 
paulam320@aol.com. 
   
We are here ready, willing and able to work for 
our community, and beyond. 

 
SAVE-THE-DATE 

GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
High Tea 

Monsignor Canning Hall - St. Paul Church 
30 Warwick Avenue, Cranston, RI 02905 

November 4, 2018 
2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 

$25.00 
Join us for tea sandwiches, sweets, treats, 

and prizes!! 
 

GFWC South County 
Maria Hoey, Communications Chairman 
 

Our 19th Annual Book & Author Luncheon at The 
Dunes Club in Narragansett on July 11, 2018,  
was another successful sold out event, thanks to 
your generous support.   
 
The Dunes Club offered the perfect seaside 
location for this fantastic fundraiser! Three 
acclaimed and award-winning authors: 
  Rachel Kadish – The Weight of Ink,  
  Hank Phillippi Ryan – Say No More 
  Marianne Leone - Ma Speaks Up  
graciously shared their latest books and personal 
stories.  
 
By popular demand, Michaela Johnson returned 
as our Mistress of Ceremonies.  
 
A record number of women from RI and 
neighboring states attended this signature event, 
helping the club raise money to benefit our 
Scholarship Fund and selected non-profit 

mailto:paulam320@aol.com
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organizations in South County through our GROW 
HOPE Community Grants Initiative. 
 

GFWC New England Region 
Conference 
 

GFWC New England Region 
Conference 

September 28-30, 2018 
Grand Summit Hotel at Sunday River Resort 

97 Summit Road, Newry, Maine 
 

Welcome to Maine! (ME) 
“ENJOY ME!” 

 

GFWC Maine is excited to host an exciting, 
informative and fun filled weekend. September is 
a wonderful time to visit our beautiful state, 
especially to view the mountains of Western 
Maine. 
 
“EXPLORE ME” 
Friday, September 28th:  
Tours available: 
 Chairlift or Gondola ride to the summit of 

Sunday River. Join GFWC NER & State Officers 
for an exhilarating ride to the top of the 
mountain. Once there, enjoy the colorful 
autumn view while sipping wine and 
snacking on cheese & crackers. For the more 
adventurous: Race your GFWC NER friends 
on the ‘Duel Zip-line’ 

 
“DANCE WITH ME” 
Evening Banquet 
 Join GFWC Maine State Night with a good ol’ 

fashioned Barn Dance! Don your hats and 
cowgirl boots to kick up your heels for a boot 
stomping time because after dinner, the 
entertainment will be a Contra-Dance with an 
instructor teaching us all the moves! 

 
“SAIL WITH ME” 
Saturday, September 29th: 
Evening Banquet 
 Board the SS Sunday River for an elegant 

night with a cruise ship theme! Dress in your 
semi-formal attire for the entertainment will 
be an evening with “The Flukes”, a ukulele 
band that will have everyone singing to some 
wonderful music. 

 

Room reservations can be made now! 
Deadline for reservations is August 27, 2018 
 
Room Rates are as follows: 

❖ Summit Standard Room (2 Queen Beds) - $138 

❖ Summit 1 Bedroom Suite (private BR w/queen 
bed & pull out queen sofa bed or Murphy w/ 
kitchenette) - $185 
Prices include tax & service fee 
1-800-207-2365 
 
When making reservations, please refer to group 
code: 85s6z0 
 
The weekend will be filled with speakers on 
subjects such as: Membership, Leadership, 
Fundraising and motivational speakers. Meet 
your GFWC International Officers and all your 
New England Region Officers. This meeting only 
happens in Maine once every six years, so you 
won’t want to miss this one! 
 
Reserve your room now! 
 

SUFFRAGIST HAT CONTEST 
 
What would you do for your 
right to vote?  
 
Let's honor those brave and 
determined women who 
struggled for 72 years to give 
women that right. 
 
Search your local antique and 
thrift shops or fashion your 
own personal suffragist hat. 
Wear it proudly at our GFWC NER Conference 
and enter it in our Suffragist Hat Contest. 
 
It costs only $5 to enter and proceeds will be part 
of our GFWC New England Region's donation to 
the Turning Point Suffragist Memorial. 
 
Prizes will be awarded for Most Authentic to the 
Period, Most Patriotic, and Most Creative. 
 
Let the Suffrage 
movement be silent no 
more. 
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Judy Marak 
GFWC RI President 2008-2010 
 

Eulogy given July 28, 2018  
 
Good Afternoon friends and 
family of Judy. My name is Karen 
Leach; I am President of the 
General Federation of Women’s 
Clubs of Rhode Island.  
 
Today I represent all the 
clubwomen in RI past and present in expressing 
our sincere condolences to Judy’s family along 
with those clubwomen who couldn’t be here for 
this celebration of her life. Judy was a dedicated 
member of GFWC as we call it. A volunteer 
organization dedicated to community service. 
 
She was first introduced to the organization 
many years ago when she lived in Cape Cod and 
joined the Falmouth Women’s Club. She has been 
in GFWC since 1975. During her time in Falmouth 
she became very friendly with Ann Holland who 
ended up being the International President of 
GFWC. Ann and she remained friends and their 
paths would cross in many ways. 
 
When Judy moved to Kingston she joined the 
Women’s Club of South County. I am sure Judy 
was a little inspired by Ann Holland from 
Falmouth when Judy was nominated the Club 
President of the Women’s Club of South County 
from 1987 to 1990. Judy was instrumental in 
starting the Exeter, R.I. Library. (A representative 
from the Library accepted donations for the 
Library) 
 
The Women’s Club of SC which was organized in 
1962 and during Judy’s administration there 
were 95 members. Much like today it was an 
active force in the South County Community. Judy 
was encouraged by her friends to be RI’s state 
President, she felt nervous to do such. I think her 
friends were pretty convincing, so she became 
GFWC Rhode Island’s President 2008 – 2010. She 
was on the by-laws committee for many years 
and helped write the rules we still use today; her 
last position was a trustee for the GFWC RI 
endowment. 
 

My own memory of her is all about dedication. It 
was a cold winter day in 2009 and a Winter state 
meeting in Narragansett was planned at the hotel 
overlooking the beach, my friend Ethel then the 
President of the Cranston Women’s Club was also 
a good friend of Judy’s and convinced me to take 
the ride to Narragansett from Cranston. I was in 
the Cranston Club and that seemed like quite a 
journey in January. There were very few 
members that came that day about 12. Judy was 
very joyful, saying this will be easy, we can relax 
and enjoy a beautiful day at the beach. She went 
through all her agenda diligently and then we 
socialized. I remember her welcoming me and 
Ethel and appreciated that we had come so far.  
 
 After getting to know Judy I realized she was 
probably relieved there wasn’t a big crowd that 
day because she was basically shy. This was my 
first pleasant and memorable meeting with Judy. 
Her friend, Mary Irons, wanted me to tell you 
what a dedicated and lovely woman she was. A 
good friend to Mary. They would go to convention 
and conferences together and sit with their friend 
Alice Donahue from Barrington who also had 
become an International President. I am sure 
they enjoyed themselves and maybe had a drink 
or two while critiquing the meetings. 
 
So today we share our family and friends’ story 
about Judy and I think of her as an example for 
myself as I embark on my new position as 
President. She was dedicated, charitable, 
conscientious and a good friend. May she rest in 
peace. 
 

Communications 
Janice Adler, Chairman 
 

Club Presidents, 
 
Please make sure you send me the contact 
information of all new members so that I 
can keep our mailing lists up to date. 
 
Send the information to: 
     GFWCRInews@gmail.com 
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2018 – 2020 Officers 

 
President Karen Leach 
 25 Pawtucket Avenue, Bristol, RI 02809 
 (401) 254-2611, M. (401) 749-2894 
 Email: sackett159@aol.com 
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
 
President-elect Debra A. Capuano 
 16 Hesper Drive, Warwick, RI 02818 
 (401) 885-0077 
 Email: debracapuano@gmail.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
Co-Vice Presidents Sandra Pannone 
 37 Brow Street, Barrington, RI 02806 
 (401) 245-1694 
 Email: missbarr98@aol.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 

Denise Javery 
 26 Tanglewood Drive, Riverside, RI  02915 

(401) 440 1996 
Email:  denisejavery1@gmail.com  

GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Secretary Alexandra Hahn 
 31 Sharon Street, Providence, RI  02908 
 (401) 521-1482 
 Email: ahahn@textron.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Treasurer Janice Adler 
 185 Laurel Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 383-0161, M. (401) 524-6443 
 Email: GFWC RInews@gmail.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Special Assistant 
to the President  Janet Trombetti 
 133 Gordon Street, Cranston, RI 02910  
 (401) 943-4328, M. (401) 465-4768 
 Email: Janet.Trombetti@gmail.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2018-2020 

Community Service Program Chairmen 
 

Arts TBA 
  
Conservation Roberta Bianco 
 206 Vaughn Avenue, Warwick, RI 02886 
 (401) 738-2791 
 Email: robertabianco@cox.net 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
Education Patricia Saccoccio 
 340 Pippin Orchard Road, Cranston, RI  02921 
 (401) 944-9079 
 Email: p.saccoccio@cox.net 
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
  
Home Life Patricia Briggs 
 133 Gordon Street, Cranston, RI 02910 
 (401) 738-5859 
 Email: pacem369@aol.com  
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club  
 
International Outreach Donna Gibb 
 10 Kent View Drive, Hope, RI 02831 
 (401) 647-0259 
 Email: djgibb@cox.net 
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
 
Public Issues Laura Pichette 
 66 Barren Hill Road, Warwick, RI  02806 
 (401) 732-8880 
 Email: lpiche6166@hotmail.com 
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 

 
 
 

2018-2020 Standing Committee 
Chairmen/Appointments 

 
Bylaws Theresa Schimmel 
 29 Asa Pond Road, Wakefield, RI  02879 
 (401) 789-5269 
 Email: terryschimmel@yahoo.com 
 GFWC Women’s Club of South County, Inc. 
 
Communications Janice Adler 
 185 Laurel Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 383-0161, M. (401) 524-6443 
 Email: GFWC RInews@gmail.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
  

mailto:robertabianco@cox.net
mailto:djgibb@cox.net
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Fundraising Paula Andrews 
 13 Windsor Court, Lincoln, RI  02865 
 (401) 451-5073 
 Email: paulam320@aol.com  
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
 
Leadership Janet Trombetti 
 133 Gordon Street, Cranston, RI 02910 
 (401) 943-4328, M. (401) 465-4768 
 Email: Janet.Trombetti@gmail.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
Meetings Debra A. Capuano 
 16 Hesper Drive, Warwick, RI 02818 
 (401) 885-0077 
 Email: debracapuano@gmail.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
Membership Sandra Pannone 
 37 Brow Street, Barrington, RI 02806 
 (401) 245-1694 
 Email: missbarr98@aol.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 

Denise Javery 
 26 Tanglewood Drive, Riverside, RI  02915 

(401) 440 1996 
Email:  denisejavery1@gmail.com  

GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Parliamentary Advisor Janice Adler 
 185 Laurel Avenue, Providence, RI 02906 

(401) 383-0161, M. (401) 524-6443 
 Email: GFWC RInews@gmail.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Resolutions  Mary Irons 
 51 Jay Street, Rumford, RI  02916 
 (401) 228-3320 
 Email: mdirons@cox.net 
 GFWC Wampanoag Women’s Club 
 
Public Relations TBA 
 
Sunshine  TBA 
 
Public Policy/Legislation Theresa Schimmel 
 29 Asa Pond Road, Wakefield, RI  02879 
 (401) 789-5269 
 Email: terryschimmel@yahoo.com 
 GFWC Women’s Club of South County, Inc. 

 
Juniors’ Special Program:  
Advocates for Children Roberta Bianco 
 206 Vaughn Avenue, Warwick, RI 02886 
 (401) 738-2791 
 Email: robertabianco@cox.net 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
GFWC Signature Program:  
Domestic Violence 
Awareness & Prevention Betsy Reilly 
  11 Carol Ann Circle, North Providence, RI 02911  
 (401) 338-4268 
 Email: betsyr1206@gmail.com 
 GFWC Cranston Community Women’s Club 
 
WHRC Debra A. Capuano 
 16 Hesper Drive, Warwick, RI 02818 
 (401) 885-0077 
 Email: debracapuano@gmail.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club 
 
ESO Kris Rose 
 93 Wilson Avenue, Rumford, RI 02916 
 (401) 434-5581 
 Email: kwr2410@yahoo.com 

GFWC Wampanoag Women’s Club 
 

Photography Contest Diane Iacono 
 282 Point Avenue, Warwick, RI  02889 
 (401) 732-5602 
 Email:  tidi627@aol.com 
 GFWC Warwick Women’s Club  
 
Website Manager Sandra Pannone 
 37 Brow Street, Barrington, RI 02806 
 (401) 245-1694 
 Email: missbarr98@aol.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 
 
Writing Contest  Kris Rose 
 93 Wilson Avenue, Rumford, RI 02916 
 (401) 434-5581 
 Email: kwr2410@yahoo.com 

GFWC Wampanoag Women’s Club 
 
Jennie June Award Alexandra Hahn 
 31 Sharon Street, Providence, RI  02908 
 (401) 521-1482 
 Email: ahahn@textron.com 
 GFWC Bristol County Women’s Club 

 

mailto:robertabianco@cox.net

