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GFWC Rhode Island 
Briefs 

 
A Proud Member of the General Federation of Women’s Clubs                        January 2020 

 
 

 

GFWC RI Mid-Winter Meeting 
 

 

What an incredible state meeting we had with over 
60 attendees. Our special guest speaker was the 
Hon. Nellie M. Gorbea, Secretary of State Rhode 
Island. She spoke about the new initiatives she has 
brought to the Secretary of State’s office. You can 
view her website at https://www.sos.ri.gov/.  Be 
sure to check out the voter information page. You 
can also follow her on twitter at 
https://twitter.com/NellieGorbea or the Secretary 
of State’s office at https://twitter.com/RISecState 

 

 
 

Votes for Women 
 

 

On August 26, 2020, the United 
States will celebrate the 
centennial of the passage of the 
19th Amendment, which 
prohibits state and federal 
governments from denying any 
citizen the right to vote on the 
basis of their sex. The motion for women’s 
suffrage was first submitted to congress in 1878, 
but its ratification was the culmination of 72 
years of formal organizing and the work of 
thousands of dedicated activists committed to the 
enfranchisement of women. Although the passage 
of the 19th amendment granted 26 million 

American women the right to vote, those 
protections did not extend to African American, 
Asian American, Hispanic American or Native 
American women, among other minority groups. 
All Americans would not be fully enfranchised 
until 1965 when the Voting Rights Act was 
passed; another historic milestone. 
 

 
 

Help Get Out the Votes 
 

 

To commemorate the 100th 
anniversary of the ratification 
of the 19th amendment -  
which gave women in the U.S. 
the right to vote - GFWC 
Women’s Club of South County 
will undertake two different activities this year, 
both designed to help community members vote, 
and be informed on local issues: 
 
The first activity will take place on March 6. Come 
join fellow club women in learning how to 
register people to vote! Our training session will 
take place from 10 am to 12 noon in the 
downstairs room of the Narragansett Community 
Center. Once members are trained, we will 
organize a schedule and set up registration spots 

http://www.gfwcri.org/
https://www.sos.ri.gov/
https://twitter.com/NellieGorbea
https://twitter.com/RISecState
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around South County this spring and summer 
(you will be able to choose your spot and shift). 
We will be partnering in this training with the 
Women’s Fund of Rhode Island.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our second activity will take place in October 
when we will partner with the League of Women 
Voters in sponsoring four candidate forums, two 
each, for the towns of South Kingstown and 
Narragansett. Volunteers are needed to help 
check in participants, and to assist the candidates. 
Those forums are tentatively set for October 7, 
October 14, October 26 and October 28. All will 
take place at the Narragansett Town Hall, starting 
at 6:30 pm, with volunteers needing to arrive at 
5:30 pm 
 
Please let Kim Hanson (kimhansonri@gmail.com) 
know, by no later than February 1, if you are 
interested in being trained to help with voter 
registration, as registration is required and 
seating is limited. And if you are interested in 
helping with the October candidate forums, just 
send her an email.  
 
Together we will help get out the vote – and 
commemorate the tremendous efforts of our 
suffragette sisters who helped us gain this 
important right – the right to choose our 
representatives and shape our government. 
 

Leadership / Networking Series 
Janet Trombetti, Chairman 
 

 

Spring 2020 
 

January 18, 2020 
February 22, 2020 

March 21, 2020 
April 18, 2020 
May 16, 2020 

 
All sessions will be held at the Elizabeth Buffum 
Chace Center, 821 West Shore Road, Warwick on 
Saturdays from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

If you are interested please send your name, 
email address and telephone number to 
Janet.Trombetti@gmail.com 
 

LEADS 
Alexandra Hahn, Chairman 
 

 

The GFWC Leadership Education and 
Development Seminar (LEADS) program is 
intended to identify GFWC members at the grass-
roots level who have the potential and the desire 
to assume leadership positions in GFWC beyond 
their club. Participation in LEADS can help these 
members gain the capabilities, confidence, and 
commitment necessary to pursue and achieve 
higher office and serve with distinction. The 
LEADS program is held annually the day before 
the official opening of the GFWC Annual 
Convention. It is a full day of activities and 
includes breakfast and lunch. 

 
It is highly recommended that each State 
Federation LEADS candidate meet the following 
criteria: 
• Demonstrates leadership capabilities at the club 

level as an active club president, club officer, or 
club project or committee chairman 

• Exhibits a commitment to the Federation 
• Exhibits an understanding of the GFWC mission 

of community service, illustrated by programs 
and projects in which she is or has been 
involved 

• Demonstrates leadership skills, including, but 
not limited to, organization, responsibility, 
trustworthiness, enthusiasm, and flexibility 

• Exhibits an interest in and willingness to pursue 
higher leadership positions in GFWC 

• Agrees to share information gained from 
participation in LEADS with others in the state 
federation 

• Understands and accepts potential expenses 
involved in participation 

• Has not held elected positions at or beyond the 
state level (this criterion is recommended in 
order to encourage potential leaders at the club 
level to apply) 

• Has not attended a previous LEADS program. 
Members are eligible to attend only once 

 
GFWC will cover a portion of the attendees’ 
expenses, including: 
• Stipend of $250 for travel 
• Lodging allowance of half of the double room 

rate for two nights at the Convention hotel 
• Breakfast and lunch during the LEADS program 

http://www.gfwcri.org/
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• Checks will be distributed to candidates upon 
attendance and completion of the seminar. 

 
GFWC RI will give the LEADS candidate a stipend 
of $500 to cover travel expenses over the $250 
and for any additional expenses for the candidate 
to attend the Convention. 
 
The application form can be found at the end of 
this newsletter. 

 

Legislative Action Committee 
Terry Schimmel, Chairman 
 

 

The Legislative Action Committee is encouraging 
members to follow our national GFWC in support 
of the 3D Gun Printed Safety Act that has been 
introduced in both the House of Representatives 
and the Senate. To that end, post cards were 
provided at the State meeting on January 15th 
and will also be given out at individual club 
meetings in Rhode Island, with the following 
wording: 
 
As a member of GFWC RI, I stand with our national 
organization in support of H.R. 3265 and S. 1831, 
which would prohibit publishing digital 
instructions for programming a 3D printer 
firearm. The proliferation of 3D printer firearms 
threatens to undermine the entire Federal firearms 
regulatory structure and endangers public safety 
and national security. I urge you to support 
H.R.3265/ S.1831 the 3D Printer Gun Safety Act. 
 
Addresses: 
 
Senator Jack Reed 
120 Constitution Ave., NE 
Washington D.C. 20510- 3903 
 

Representative David Cicilline 
1070 Main St. Suite 300 
Pawtucket, RI  02860 
 
Representative James Langevin 
300 Centerville Rd. 
Suite 200 South 
Warwick, RI 02886 
 
 

GFWC RI Pasta Dinner Fundraiser 
 

 

 

 

Save The Date 
May 17th 

 
We are looking for a place to hold it. If you have 
any suggestions, please contact Paula Andrews at  
paulam320@aol.com 
 
 

 

http://www.gfwcri.org/
mailto:paulam320@aol.com


 

Page 4                    www.GFWCRI.org                    821 West Shore Road, Warwick, RI 02889 

GFWC News & Notes                                                                                       January 23, 2020 
 

 

 

GFWC Is Thinking of Australia 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Catastrophic bushfires are devastating the land of Australia. The thousands of 
people who have lost their homes and have been forced to urgently evacuate are in 
GFWC’s thoughts. So far, there’s been a total of 28 deaths and 2,500 homes 
destroyed as the fire scatters through 25.5 million acres of land. Billions of animals 
have tragically lost their lives. As the people of Australia work tirelessly to rebuild 
their communities and restore wildlife, they are faced with decreased resources. If 
you’re interested in making a donation, here are three organizations that need help. 
  
Support Fire Fighters 
Donate directly to the Rural Fire Service New South Wales. Its donation fund is 
registered with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. 
 
Support Wildlife Rehabilitation 
Donate to WIRES (Wildlife Information, Rescue, and Education Service, Inc.). Online 
donations will benefit all areas affected by the wildfires. 
 
Support Disaster Affected Communities 
Donate to the Australian Red Cross, which is providing accommodations, water, 
food, and essential supplies. 
 
  

http://www.gfwcri.org/
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GFWC Leadership, Education and Development Seminar (LEADS) 

APPLICATION FORM 
 

Name: _________________________________________________________________________ 

Address:             ___________  

Phone:          ______Email:      _________________ 

Club:           ______District:       _____ 

 

Please conceal applicant’s identity during selection deliberation   

 

 

Please answer the following questions in as much detail as possible: 

(Attach a separate sheet of paper if more space is needed) 

 

List all local club offices and/or chairmanships held:          

              

       _______________________________________ 

 

List all district offices and/or chairmanships held:          

              

        _________________________________ 

 

List GFWC club/district programs/projects in which involved:         

              

              

     __________________________________________________ 

 

List positions at the district, state, and/or national level in which you are interested:      

              

       _______________________________________ 

 

Are you willing to: 
  

• Cover costs to attend GFWC LEADS not covered by GFWC or state?  Yes __  No __ 

• Share what you have learned at LEADS with your state’s members?  Yes __  No __ 

 

Return this form, along with two letters of support from active GFWC club members, to Alexandra 
Hahn, 31 Sharon Street, Providence, RI 02908 by the March 1, 2020. 

 

http://www.gfwcri.org/

